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I am alive or sons survive me here to entertain all visitors that
come to my door/
'Nobly said, dear father,9 replied the goddess of the flashing
eyes;(and Telemachus may well accept your invitation, for no-
thing could .be more agreeable. Let him go off with you now
and sleep in your palace, while I return to the black ship to re-
assure the men and tell them each their duties. For I am the only
senior in the party; all the rest are young fellows of much the
same age as our gallant Telemachus and follow him for love. I
propose to sleep there by the black ship's hull tonight, and in
the morning to set out on a visit to those enterprising people,
the Cauconians, with whom I have an outstanding claim of
some importance to settle. But since my friend here has become
your guest, I suggest that you should send him on in a chariot
with one of your sons and give him the fastest and strongest
horses in your stable/
As she finished, bright-eyed Athene took the form of a sea-
eagle and flew off. They were all confounded at the sight. The
old king marvelled as he took it in, and seizing Telemachus'
hand saluted him.
*My friend,* he cried, 'no fear that you will ever be a dastard
or a knave, when, young as you are, you already have your
guardian gods. For of all that live on Olympus, this was no other
than the Daughter of Zeus, the august Lady of Triton, who
singled out your noble father too for honour among the
Argives. My Queen, be gracious to your servant, and vouchsafe
good repute to me and to my sons and to my faithful consort.
In return you shall have a yearling heifer, broad in the brow,
whom no one yet has broken in and led beneath the yoke. She
shall be sacrificed to you with gold foil on her horns/
His prayer reached the ears of Pallas Athene; and now the
Gerenian charioteer Nestor led the way towards his stately
home, followed by his sons and his daughters' husbands. "When
they came to the royal palace, they took their places on the
settles and chairs, and the old man prepared a bowl of mellow
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